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B-3202 - B-3213 1840-1850/1870's 
938-900 S. Charles St. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

With the exception of the large, early twentieth century department store 
occupying the north-west corner of Charles and Hamburg Streets (930-938 S. Charles 
St.), the houses located along this side of the 900 block of S. Charles St. 
are all three stories in height with shed roofs and bracketed cornices, except for 
900 S. Charles St., which has a gable roof, and 902 S. Charles St. which is three 
stories plus an attic story in height, with a gable roof. All of the houses are 
two bays wide, except for 912 and 900 S. Charles St., which are three bays wide. 
The houses were originally built in the 1840's with gable roofs but were remodeled 
after the Civil War in the currently fashionable Italianate style with shed roof 
and bracketed cornices. Most of the houses have always served a mixed commercial/ 
residential function, with the first floor area serving as a storefront and the 
upper floors serving as a residence.- The group of houses extending from 914 to 
922 S. Charles St. are currently in a state of some deterioration. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST M A G I ° 4 3 2 0 7 2 4 0 4 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 

HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREETS. NUMBER 

9 1 6 S . C h a r l e s S t . 

CITY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

. B a l t i m o r e _ V | C I N I T Y O F 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ^OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

j^BUILDINGIS) ^PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED ^COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL ^PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISIT ION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT —IN PROCESS -^YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—NO —MILITARY —OTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
N A M E 

T e l e p h o n e # : 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN STATE , Z i p C O < l e 

VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber# 
COURTHOUSE. F o l l O # t 

, REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC R e c Q r d s Q f f l c e R o o m 6 Q 1 

STREET & NUMBER 

Baltimore City Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Baltimore Maryland 21202 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR ' 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION B-3207 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X-ORIGfNAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS ^.ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

X FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three story, two bay brick house with shed roof and wooden cornice 
originally had a gable roof and formed part of a group of such houses extending 
along this side of Charles St. The first floor has been converted into a store­
front and the facade has been re-faced with modern brown brick. 

The house is three stories in height, 13' wide, and occupies a lot 69' deep." 
A three story high, one bay wide and deep stair hall extension connects the 
main house to a two sstory high, four bay deep rear addition. The house is 
constructed in running bond, though it has been re-faced with a modern brown-
toned brick. The shed roof is capped by a modified Neo-Grec style cornice 
consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding set above a row of dentils. A deep 
wood freize area is articulated by several separate molding strips. Two plain, 
curved end brackets, terminating at their upper edge in rounded, stylized 
anthemion motifs, support the entire cornice. There is a double hooded chimney 
located along the south side of the main house. 

The second and third floor window openings have flat stone lintels and woo" 
sills. All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 sash. The first floor 
store-front is similar in design to that of the adjoining house at 918 S. 
Charles St., with a recessed glass and panel door beneath a single light transom 
set to the right of a three-sided projecting store window, consisting of three 
plate glass panels set below three rectangular wooden panels. The entire store­
front area is surmounted by a cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown 
molding set above a row of dentils and a plain freize decorated with a molding 
strip. Neo-Grec style end brackets, as in the roof cornice, support the shop-
front cornice. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE B-3207 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —.COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

. — 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

—1600-1699 ^^ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

X-1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFYI 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c_ 1845-1850 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Edward Ruark 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

See under 914 S. Charles St. 

This house was built by Edward Ruark, a ship carpenter, who lived here in 
the late 1840's and early 1850's. The second owner was a Clement Arnold, a porter, 
whol lived here from 1855 to 1866.* 

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber AWB 440, Folio 305; ED 85, Folio 345; AM 298, 
Folio 410; Baltimore City Directory, 1849-50, 1858-59 

C 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES B-3207 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 4/79 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1745 C i r c l e Rd. 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Ruxton Maryland 21204 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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UNITED STAHS DEPARTMENT Of THE INTERIOR B-3207 0 M S N " 4 ' " H ' 

Henloge Ccrscrvolion end Rucicoiion Service 

Office o' Archeology ond Historic Picscivolior 
Washington DC '/0243 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION — FART 1 

(Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1976) 

Instructions: Applicant should read the instructions caretully before completing application- No Certification rr.a, be made unless a completed applicction form r-as 
been received (P L 94-t55l. Use typewriter or print clearly in dark ink to complete the application lorm. I! additional space is needed to complete Part J. use :nt reverse 
sceor a separate plain sheet ot paper dearly indicating the owner's name and mailing addiess. Part 7 ol this application may be completed and sent to the appropri­
ate State Historic Preservation O'ltcer a! any time during the year, and may be sent separately or with Pan 2 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1. NAME OF PROPERTY: — : 

Address ol property. Street — 

^tk -SOUTH <-JUP\PS* s j i - f l - f 
C i t y _ £ A L I i £ l Q j Z £ ^ County State t l _ _ _ / _ _ S _ _ Z,p Code 7 J 2 _ 0 

Name ot historic oistrict in which property is located \£.AJ cALJtli-i t_LL_„ _ — 

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE: 
(see Instructions tor map aid photograph requirements—use reverse side it necessary) 

3 5i_.££Y) TWO UY fbdict fyMLOiKiq. fW>T f1^^ Cotinb&otfiz 
p-WUoFtOKlT Cwoov *oD $LA5S) MtiZ fU>b£5 ^£5<0&K)TlAL. StfAfcfcC 
^Att^po^r AT 6ouru &oo. LOOOO COLIOICE AT foopvtve 

3. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: l 

(use reverse side if necessary) 

Date of construction (it known): . ^ O r i g i n a l site _ Moved Date ol alterations (if Known) 

4. NAVE ANSjMAIirJG ADDRESS OF OWNER: 

See, {((£& A - fefTTWl Y r ? _ . , j V 

- Cty . E g - hi ___ t _ S , a t e _ U 4 C l Z* C M e_i__i_ t ' 

Telephone Number (during day)- Area Code ^ 

I he oby attest Ih i l the inf«rmation/l;have provioeihv to theb is t o f my Knowledge, correct and mat I am owner ct the property oescibed above 

Signature fi_2 ' V - - , . - j _ _ _ _ _ _ - ^ _ _ A _ , Date 

tea 1T1 "I — "nr—*• - M - f l OBW 1 -*TT K — T-——• T- -* UW *-"—»••' — . — • _ » — i-.r-.rM i » ^- | • _ • •—— • — e — W — — W B — a '——'I? I ' C — MMBSB3M— ' ^-*'- - -^- * ' ' *•«:-*» 

for o'tice Lse only 

Tne structure descntad amove is included within the boundaries of tne National Register historic district and _ contributes V d o e s not contribute ta me charier-- ; 
the district 

The structure _ appears • does r.ot appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60.6) and 3 will likely _ will not be nominated to the ten ictts 
Register in accord with the Department ot the Interior proceaures (36 CFR 60> 

The structure is located in a district which _ appears3 does no; appear to meet National Reg.ster Criten3for Evaluation i35CFR 60.6). 3 will likely Z v-.il net be -.o-v 
nated to tne National Register in accord with Department o! the Interior procedures 136 CFR 601. ano 3 appears— does not appear to contribute to t n e c n i - e - t t e c - s . : 

s l a L _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ^ _ = = D a , e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Z 
State H>Ktonc Preservafon Ottice' 

This property has ceen evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set forth by me Depanment ot tne Interior (36 CFR 67; and it suo-ect to dep'cc tt ion cr.ee 
section 167 ot tne internal Revenue Cede of 1954 
"." s herePy Certified a h stor c s"uctu'e 
_ does net contribute ts tne enjracter c' tne historic district and does not merit certit.cation as a h.stone structure Reasons given on the at tacrei sneet 

Signature Date 
Keepe- o' tne N i iona i Reg ster 

i-.r-.rM
v-.il
cr.ee




Demolished 
B-3207 
916 S. Charles Street 
Block 0917 Lot N/A 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3207 916 S. Charles St. 
_M.E.H. 5/79 
East elevation 


